
 
  

Greetings, 
 
The past  year can be summarized in one word – partnership. Working together with 
many  who share our belief in the transformative power of education, 2019 was a year 
of growth and program enhancement. Wallin Education Partners’ model of financial 
aid combined with wide-ranging and robust support for lower income students is 
highly effective. The six-year graduation rate of the most recent cohort of students  
attending a four-year college is 91%.  
 
Collaboration played a central role in program growth and helped us launch a new 
scholarship, Opportunity Pathways (OP.)  In its first year, we awarded scholarships 
 to 47 students who are choosing a career path that requires a two-year degree from 
a community college. A shout out to AchieveMpls, Genesys Works, Saint Paul Public 
Schools and Burnsville High School who helped us share the opportunity with their 
students and assisted in the application process. Minneapolis College, Saint Paul 
College and Normandale Community College have been great partners and 
colleagues. Wallin EP was fortunate to receive generous funding from NorthStar 
Education Finance that allowed us to progress from an initial idea, to model design, 
to the launch of a new program. 
 
The forty-seven OP students are among over 1000 students who were awarded  
scholarships in 2019. We look forward to supporting them through college and into a 
career. The impact on students and their families is immediate; the impact of a 
highly skilled, diverse workforce on our community will continue well into the future. 
 
Through the support of generous foundations like the Otto Bremer Trust and  
Thrivent Foundation, we increased the capacity of our organization to serve 
additional students. With their support we have awarded more scholarships, 
enhanced our curriculum, and for the first time we have a member of our staff who is 
dedicated to identifying internships and career opportunities through new 
partnerships with community leaders, local businesses and corporations. 
 
Finally, in recognition of our strong results and commitment to scholars, Wallin EP 
was named Scholarship Provider of the Year by the National Scholarship Providers 
Association. We were thrilled to have been selected for this award by our peers 
throughout the country, and we share this  honor  with our donors, high school and 
college partners and especially our scholars and their families. 
 
Thank you for all you do to support our mission and our organization. 
 
Susan Basil King, EdD 
Executive Director 
 

Fast Facts 
 
Over 1,000 scholars  
 
295 new first year 
scholars 

§ 79% students of 
color 

§ 75% first 
generation 

§ Average family 
taxable income: 
$20,800 
 

45 Opportunity 
Pathways scholars 
 
First year class of 
students attending 
community college 

§ 93% students of 
color 

§ 81% first 
generation 

§ Average family 
taxable income: 
$9,180 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Sibling Stories 
 

 
Davis and Brady Johnson are twins. Davis attended the University of Minnesota and received a Bachelor’s 
degree in Finance, while Brady received his B.A. in Actuarial Science from University of St. Thomas. Davis 
and Brady had very different college experiences 
with the exception that they were both Wallin EP 
scholars. Davis tells us: “When we heard that both 
Brady and I received the Wallin EP awards, a huge 
burden was lifted off my parents’ shoulders. For me, 
it was great to have access to an advisor, all kinds of 
resources, and dozens of other students going 
through the exact same thing we were going 
through. And the financial support was huge. Both 
Brady and I graduated with no debt, which gave 
my whole family a piece of mind.” Davis works as an 
Investment Associate with RBC Wealth 
Management, while Brady is a Healthcare 
Economics Consultant with Optum. 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Ra’wi Mahamud says: “Wallin EP has been a significant 
support, not just for me, but for my brother and sister as 
well. We are deeply grateful to be Wallin Education 
Partners Scholars. The scholarship allowed us to pursue 
our college degrees without worrying about the 
financial burden.” Ra’wi recently graduated from the 
University of Minnesota with a degree in Strategic 
Communications and Political Science. Her sister Saida 
graduated from the University of Minnesota in 2017, and 
is currently an MPH Global Health student at the 
University of Washington. Their brother Yusuf is a part of 
our first Opportunity Pathways class. He is attending 
Minneapolis College and pursuing a career in Business.  
 

 
 
 
 
Pa Nhia works for CliftonLarsonAllen as a Benefits 
Associate. Her brother Tsimua Khang will be 
completing his degree in health sciences from the 
University of Minnesota-Rochester this Spring. The 
third sibling, Tsimeng Khang is a sophomore at the 
University of Minnesota. He recently secured an 
internship with US Bank, a Wallin EP donor partner. 
Nhia Khang, who serves on the Wallin EP Alumni 
Board shared: “Giving back to Wallin EP is 
something I want to do because it’s not just me 
who benefited from this program. I have two 
brothers currently in college who are also Wallin EP 
scholars. I was the first to go to college in my family, 
so when it was the time for my brothers to apply to 
college, I told them about Wallin right away. I knew that my brothers would benefit not just from the 
financial help, but also from having advisors and other support along the way. I would always be there 
for my brothers, but I felt like I couldn’t be as helpful to them as having a Wallin advisor would be.”  
 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

“Getting this scholarship means a lot to me because as the oldest and the first in my family 
to attend college, this scholarship can show me and my younger siblings that true 
dedication does pay off. Being a part of the Wallin Education Partners Scholars is critical to 
me because of its unique support, advising, and overall heartwarming welcome. 
                                                                                                                                                        –Nhia Chang 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

“The impact of Wallin Education Partners’ has opened another door of opportunities for me 
to keep succeeding in life. It not only provides financial support, but other important support 
services that could turn into lifelong connections.”                                       –Lily Yang 
 

 “The Wallin Education Partners scholarship to me means having an opportunity that not 
many students have like having a mentor to learn great career and life skills from. It also 
means being able to get connected beyond the limits of my university and to make a 
network with possible employers and other scholars.”                                            –Maddie Sieben 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

“What does being a Wallin EP Scholar mean to you?”  
Here is what some of our 2019 scholars had to say 

Statement of Financial Activity 
Source: Fiscal Year 2018-2019 audited financial statements 

90% of all funds used for financial aid and scholar support 



 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
  

Thank You to Our Generous Partners 

$50,000 - $99,999 

Anonymous 
Cargill* 

 
 
 

Mary Ann and Looe Baker* 
Grotto Foundation 

 
 

Darren and Terry Jackson* 
 
 
 

$25,000 - $49,999 
 

General Mills Foundation 
Paul and Jill Kirwin* 

Stephen and Judy Lewis* 
LRE Foundation 

Greg Page* 
 
 

Piper Jaffray* 
Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation* 

Karen and Les Suzukamo* 
Think IT* 

 
 

*Named Scholarship donors 
 
 
 
 

Andersen Corporation* 
Anonymous  

Boston Scientific* 
C.H. Robinson* 

Donaldson Company* 
Jeff and LeeAnn Ettinger* 

 
 

3M* 
Anonymous* 

Ron and Joan Cornwell* 
Elizabeth and Van Hawn  

 
 

Enterprise Education Foundation* 
Tom and Kim Holman* 

Bob and Sara Lumpkins* 
Medtronic* 

 
 
 

Otto Bremer Trust 
Robert and Ardis James Foundation* 

U.S. Bank* 
 
 

$100,000 - $999,999 
 

NorthStar Education Finance, Inc.* 
 

Wallin Foundation* 

$1,000,000+ 
 



                                    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$1,000 -4,999 
 

Fred and Linda Brownson 
Dennis Carlson 

Thomas Coughlan 
Ecolab Foundation 

Jay Ettinger 
Great River Energy 

Susan Heegaard and Gary Findell 
Tom Higgins and Julie Wissinger 

 
 
 

Badrinath Konety 
Becky Malkerson 

Phil and Paula Mason 
Douglas J. and Jean M. Parish 

David Pennington 
Tad Piper 

Melissa Raphan 
Sara Ratner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barbara Rossow 
Jim Rustad 

Edson and Valerie Spencer 
Jim Stolpestad 

Robert and Celia Stretmater 
H.E. and Helen Warren Foundation 

Jean and John Westberg 
 
 
 

*Named Scholarship donors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

$10,000 - $24,999 

Anonymous* 
Robert and Carolyn Albright* 

Kathleen Blatz* 
Michael and Susan Burnett* 
Mark and Amy Christensen* 

CliftonLarsonAllen (CLA) 
Foundation 

Charles Denny* 
Ron and Pat Eldred* 

 
 

Martha S. Farley & Donald C. Farley, 
Jr. Family Foundation 

Helen and Bruce Halverson* 
Hardenbergh Foundation 

Horton, Inc.* 
Ardes Johnson* 

Junior League of Minneapolis* 
John Kralewski* 

Bernard and Sheila McDonagh* 
 
 
 

Murphy Pohlad Asset Mgmt LLC 
Carol Pfleiderer* 

Carole Lee Randall* 
Paul and Jeanne Ravich* 

The Rothschild Foundation 
Ruth A. & Raymond A. Reister 

Charitable Trust* 
Securian Foundation* 

Sit Investment Associates* 
 
 
 
 

$5,000 - $9,999 

Braun Intertec* 
Bill Bieber and Helen Meyer* 

Alan Geiwitz and Mary McMahon* 
Kelly and John Henry* 

Eric Janus and Carolyn Chalmers* 
Krisbin Foundation 

Ardes Johnson* 
 
 

Katie Lawler 
Paul and Carrie Martinson* 
Jennifer and David Miller* 

Catherine Paglia 
Renewal by Andersen 

Mary Claire and Eric Schultz* 
Eugene C. and Gail V. Sit 

Foundation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brian and Mia Sullivan 
David Thomson* 
John Thomson* 

Ted and Kathy Truscott* 
Archie D. and Bertha H. Walker 

Foundation 
Walser Foundation 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Under $1,000 
 
 

Cheryl Coughlan 
Andy and Mary Coulter 
Page and Jay Cowles 
Thomas and Barbara 

Davis 
Amanda Dutcher 

Mary and Rand Evans 
John and Janet Gendler 

Charles Gjovig 
Jim Hartfield 

Jerico Hulstrand 
Meghan Johnson 

Jason Johnson 
Sorany Ka 

Nathaniel Kane 
Prince Kedema Jr. 

Pa Nhia Khang 
Robert Kyllo 
Matt Ladhoff 

David and Joann Laird 
Steven Lann 

 
 
 
 
 

Annie Le 
Pang Lee 

Susan and Lawerence 
Levenstein 

Rebecca Ludwig 
JC Madison 
Paul Maniffa 

Thomas and Jerri McGonigal 
Mary McGurran 

Pamela and Peter McMurry 
Dana Mortenson 

Nancy Nichols 
Bruce and Elizabeth Olson 

Ed and Happy Peris 
Thomas and Kathryn Rivers 

Kelly Rodriguez 
Kaleb Rumicho 
Minette Saulog 
Macy Schmitz 

Jay Seshadri and  
Maryellen Coughlan 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sloan Sheridan-Thomas 
Stewart Smith 
George Soule 
Tara Sullivan 

Nicole Sullivan 
John and Mary Taylor 

John and Amy Tillotson 
Jon and Donna Tremmel 

Kristi Flanagan Villar 
Erin Warshaw 

David Wheaton and 
Michele Moylan 
Ann Wiessner 

Andrew Williams 
David Winikur 

Kalia Xiong 
Amy Yang 
Panh Yang 
Meian Yu 

Woman's Club of 
Minneapolis 

Nightowl Discovery 
 

Tina Albro 
Todd Aldrich 

Kimberly and Joseph 
Army 

Cathryn Baker 
Mary Bang 

Claire Berge 
Joan Berge 
Judy Bois 

Muriel Bochnak 
Susan Bordson 
Hannah Brandt 

Thomas and Mary-Alice 
Breiter 

Pat Buckholz 
Mary Carpenter 
Kathleen Center 

Stela Center 
Cara Claflin 

Ronald Cohen 
Jenny and Dan Conroy 

Alicia Corbett 
 
 

 
 
 

 (952) 342-1920    •   WallinPartners.org   •   5200 Willson Road, Suite 209, Minneapolis, MN 55424   


